
October 11, 2019 
 

David G. Hallauer 
District Extension Agent 
Crops & Soils/Horticulture 
 

  
Cash Rental Rates Published 
 
 The most recent Kansas Agricultural Statistics Service rental rate surveys were published 
September 10th.  They are now available online through the KSU Agricultural Economics 
website at www.agmanager.info .  Select the Land and Leasing and then Land Rental Rates tab 
for a list of publications that include these results and other rental information as well. 
 Notable for counties of the Meadowlark Extension District this year is the absence of a 
reported non-irrigated cropland cash rent number for Jackson County.  This follows a second 
reporting period with no pasture cash rent number for Nemaha County.  Why?  In most cases, if 
enough data cannot be collected from a survey question to give a statistically relevant response, 
no data is reported. 
 You’ll likely note the availability of other rental rate numbers available on AgManager as 
well.  Next week, I’ll break the other data available there as it pertains to rental rates.  In the 
meantime, if you want a copy of the KASS report, e-mail me at dhallaue@ksu.edu or contact any 
of our Meadowlark Extension District Offices   
 
Pruning Trees and Shrubs in the Fall 
 

It has been said that the best time to prune is whenever your pruners are sharp.  It’s not 
bad advice.  We can get by with pruning about any time of the year.  There is, however, better 
times for pruning than others.  Fall is typically not that time.  Let me explain… 

Woody plants move sugars and other materials from the leaves to storage places in the 
woody portions of the plant just prior to leaf fall. It’s in our best interest to maximize those 
stored energy reserves for the health of the tree.  Pruning now may reduce those reserves. 

We also want to make sure plants are hardy going in to winter.  According to Penn State 
University’s Dr. Rich Marini “Based on everything that has been published we can conclude that 
woody plants do not attain maximum cold hardiness when they are pruned in the fall”.   

There are always exceptions, though. According to Marini, trees tend to be more affected 
more by heavy pruning than light pruning. In other words, we can probably get by with some 
light pruning unless we see a sharp drop in temperature before plants are completely hardened 
off.  Marginally hardy plants are more susceptible to winter damage, especially if pruned in the 
fall.  Bottom line:  though light pruning and removal of dead wood are fine this time of year, you 
may want to delay severe pruning until spring. 
  What is ‘light’ pruning?  If 10 percent or less of the plant is removed (not including dead 
wood), pruning would be considered light.  CAUTION:  even light pruning of spring-blooming 
shrubs such as lilac and forsythia will reduce flowers for next year. We normally recommend 
that spring-bloomers be pruned after flowering 
 

 
 
 


