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Control Broadleaf Weeds NOW!

As I walked across the lawn as the sun came up this morning, I saw them: cool season broadleaf weeds! In
particular, the white clover and dandelion caught my attention. I shouldn’t have been surprised – it is that time of year!

Through early November is a great time to implement broadleaf weed control programs in lawns. Dandelions
likely started growth back in September with henbit and chickweed should germinating in October. That means they
should all be up and growing – yet are small and easily controlled with herbicides. Even established dandelions are more
easily controlled now than in the spring because they are actively moving materials from the top portion of the plant to
the roots in the fall.

Products like 2, 4 D or combination products (Trimec, Weed B Gon, Weed Out) that contain 2, 4 D, MCPP and
Dicamba are all good options. Herbicides will translocate to the roots as well, killing plants from the roots up. Choose a
day that is 50 degrees or higher since the better the weed is growing, the more weed killer will be moved from the
leaves to the roots. Cold temperatures will slow or stop this process.

Weed Free Zone (also sold under the name of Speed Zone) contains the three active ingredients mentioned
above, plus carfentrazone. It will give a quicker response than the other products mentioned especially as temperatures
approach 50 degrees.

Fall Tree Color

Fall means a change in leaf color from green to all kinds of shades of red, purple, yellow, orange and brown. It
happens as the green color from chlorophyll is replaced by various other plant pigments. Sometimes, however, it
doesn’t happen quite as ‘vividly’ as we’d like!!

The reason we don’t have ‘New England colors’ here is in part because we don’t have the same trees they do in
the east. Certain oaks and maples there produce good color that ours don’t always mimic.

A second reason is weather. Warm, sunny days and cool nights are what makes for good color. Sunny days
encourage photosynthesis and sugar accumulation in leaves. As fall progresses, each leaf develops an abscission layer at
the base of the leaf that prevents these sugars from being transported down the trunk to the roots for storage. If we
can keep the leaf’s sugar content high, we can get some intense colors! On the other hand, cloudy days and warm
nights tend to prevent some of the sugar accumulation in the leaves and results in less vibrant colors. Heavy rains in the
early spring or hot, dry weather during the summer can both have a deleterious effect on fall color as well, even though
those weather extremes are often long forgotten by fall.

Enjoy the colors while they last! Once frosts and freezes set in, the colors (other than brown!!) will likely be
short lived!!


