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Of All the Crazy Things! 
 
It’s reported on Facebook, that if you pass gas, it can make you live longer.  If you smell the 
released gas, then it can ward off Dementia.  IF this is true, the men in my family will live to be 
very old! 
 
Sometimes people worry about cattle and their “emissions”.  Global greenhouse gas emission 
data from the US Environmental Protection Agency reports the key greenhouse gas emitted by 
human activities are:  Carbon Dioxide- Fossil fuel use is the primary source of carbon 
dioxide.  When you think of all the automobiles, airplanes, trains and trucks in the world, no 
wonder it is 57% of the problem. 
 
Methane gas, is the main problem with our agricultural activities, waste management (that smell 
when you drive by Rolling Meadows) and also energy use all contribute to methane emissions. 
 
Nitrous Oxide-Ag activities, such as fertilizer use are the primary source. 
 
Fluorinated gases- Industrial processes, refrigeration and the use of a variety of consumer 
products contribute to the emissions. 
 
Global greenhouse gas emissions can be broken down by the economic activities that lead to 
their production. 
 
Energy supplies, contribute 26% of the 2004 gas emissions. The burning of coal, natural gas and 
oil for electricity is the largest single source. 
 
Industry is attributed with 19%, this involves fossil fuel burned on-site for energy. 
Land use, land use change and forestry contribute 17%, this is mainly carbon dioxide emissions 
from deforestation. 
 
Agriculture, is blamed for 14%, mostly management of ag soils, livestock, rice production and 
biomass burning. 
 
Transportation, 13%, from burning fossil fuels for road, rail, air and marine transportation. 
Commercial and residential buildings, 8% for burning fuels for heat or cooking in homes. 
Waste and wastewater, 3% this would be the landfill methane, followed by methane in 
wastewater, burning waste products made with fossil fuels, such as plastics and synthetic textiles, 
also result in minor emissions of carbon dioxide. 
 
Just in case you were wondering! 
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Auxin Training Offered as Part of Area Agronomy Meeting 
 
 Big data and dicamba.  They’re two of the hot topics in agriculture right now and will be 
the focus of a February 7th Agronomy Meeting hosted by K-State Research and Extension, 
Atchison County and the Meadowlark Extension District at the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Nortonville.   
 The dicamba portion of the meeting will be the auxin specific applicator training required 
for anyone planning to apply dicamba products (Engenia, FeXapan, and XtendiMax).  With the 
reclassification of these products as Restricted Use Pesticides, producers must be certified as 
private or 1A (Agriculture Plant) commercial pesticide applicators in order to purchase and apply 
these herbicides.  Dr. Dallas Peterson, K-State Research & Extension Weed Scientist will kick 
off the program at 10:00 a.m. with the auxin training required for purchase/use of these products.  
His training will cover the label changes and application requirements and provide information 
on what you, as an applicator, need to do to meet these requirements. The labels for these 
herbicides include mandatory record keeping requirements, modified wind speed restrictions, 
limited times of day that applications can be made, a revised list of sensitive crops and sensitive 
sites, buffer zone requirements, and revised sprayer cleaning procedures and documentation.  
Producers should also be checking on the status of their pesticide applicator’s license as well.    
 Lunch will follow the auxin training before we jump in to the subject of big data in 
agriculture.  Dr. Terry Griffin, Cropping Systems Economist in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics at Kansas State University will present his work on trends in adoption of data 
collection methods.  He’ll also challenge growers to think about the value of data collected on 
their farm and how that data can help make production decisions, and add value to their land. 
 We’ll meet for refreshments at 9:30 with the auxin training to begin at 10:00.  Following 
an 11:45 lunch, we’ll kick off Dr. Griffin’s big data discussion at 12:30 p.m.  The Knights of 
Columbus Hall is located 105 N. Norton St. (intersection of Norton and Walnut) in Nortonville. 

A $10 registration fee is being charged to offset meal costs.  To ensure adequate food and 
handout materials, please RSVP by Friday, February 2nd, to the Oskaloosa Office of the 
Meadowlark Extension District (785-863-2212; dhallaue@ksu.edu ) or the Atchison County 
Extension Office (913-833-5450; cladd@ksu.edu ).  Registration is payable at the door. 

This is the first of two auxin trainings being offered in the Meadowlark Extension 
District.  The second meeting will be held on the afternoon of February 27th in Nemaha County 
(more details coming soon!) Additional information on the February 7th and 27th meetings, as 
well as links to other K-State Research and Extension sponsored auxin specific trainings will be 
posted on the Crops & Soils page of the Meadowlark Extension District website at 
http://www.meadowlark.k-state.edu/crops-soils/index.html . 

Auxin specific applicator trainings are also being offered by industry representatives.  
Check with your local retailer for meeting dates/times.  Note:  It will be the responsibility of the 
applicators to obtain this training before the application of these herbicides. 
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Avoiding Some Current Fads  
 
 A fad is an intense and widely shared enthusiasm for something.  Most fads are short-
lived and little thought is given if these fads or crazes are harmful or dangerous.    
 I would like to discuss two current fads you might have heard about or know of.   Please 
be very careful when participating or pursuing something that could cause damage to you or 
others.   Parents take some time to discuss these fads with your children so they can make some 
healthy choices if faced with one of these challenges.   
 
 Fad #1: Consuming Raw Water:   Water is essential for life.  So access to safe water is 
critical for all forms of life.  As 2018 begins, a new food fad is spreading to drink “raw water”, 
or untreated water.  People are literally buying it at a premium cost. 
 Proponents of this dangerous trend claim it has beneficial minerals and is not treated with 
any chemicals.  Those drinking this water claim their “skin is plumper” and they feel they are 
getting better nutritional value from food. 
 This fad is dangerous for many reasons.  Here are five dangerous microorganisms that 
can be found in untreated water: 

*Giardia–a parasite that invades the gastrointestinal (GI) system and causes diarrhea, 
nausea and stomach cramps. 

*Cryptosporidium–a parasite that causes diarrhea and can survive outside of the body for 
a long time. 

 *Campylobacter–a bacteria that affects the GI system and is resistant to many antibiotics. 
 *Salmonella–causes diarrhea, fever and cramps for days.  Hospitalization is common. 
 *E. coli–many strains can cause GI disease, urinary tract infections, pneumonia and 
more. 
 
  Fad #2:   People Biting or Eating Laundry Detergent Packets.   The American Cleaning  
Institute issued warnings concerning this latest disturbing fad that is on the Internet.  The 
message is simple: liquid laundry packets should only be used in washing machines to clean 
clothes.  They are not a toy and should not be used in pranks or challenges. 
 Younger children could mimic this irresponsible behavior as viewed on the Internet and 
cause serious harm if laundry packets are ingested or come in contact with eyes or the skin.   
These are not for human consumption nor are they toys to be played with.  
  Like all household cleaning products, they must be used properly and stored safely.   
Safety is no laughing matter.   
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No News Today. 


