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LFP 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) to provide 
compensation to eligible livestock producers who have suffered grazing losses for covered 
livestock on land that is native or improved pastureland with permanent vegetative cover or is 
planted specifically for grazing. The grazing losses must be due to a qualifying drought condition 
during the normal grazing period for the county.  Also, LFP provides compensation to eligible 
livestock producers who have suffered grazing losses on rangeland managed by a federal agency 
if the eligible livestock producer is prohibited by the federal agency from grazing the normal 
permitted livestock on the managed rangeland due to a qualifying fire.  The grazing losses must 
have occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  LFP is administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
 
An eligible livestock producer who owns or leases grazing land or pastureland physically located 
in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a: 
• D2 (severe drought) intensity in any area of the county for at least eight consecutive weeks 
during the normal grazing period is eligible to receive assistance in an amount equal to one 
monthly payment; Jackson & Jefferson counties, southern part of Nemaha county. 
• D3 (extreme drought) intensity in any area of the county at any time during the normal grazing 
period is eligible to receive assistance in an amount equal to three monthly payments; Northern 
half of Nemaha county. 
• D3 (extreme drought) intensity in any area of the county for at least four weeks during the 
normal grazing period or is rated a http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-
assistance-program/livestock-forage/index. 
 
Eligible livestock types under LFP include alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo/bison, beefalo, dairy 
cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer or sheep that have been or would have 
been grazing the eligible grazing land or pastureland: 
• During the normal grazing period for the specific type of grazing land or pastureland for the 
county; or 
• When the federal agency excluded the livestock producer from grazing the normally permitted 
livestock on the managed rangeland due to fire. 
Eligible livestock must: 
• Have been owned, purchased or entered into a contract to purchase during the 60 days prior to 
the beginning date of a qualifying drought or fire condition; 
• Have been held by a contract grower or sold or otherwise disposed of due to a qualifying 
drought condition during the current production year or one or both of the two production years 
immediately preceding the current production year; 
• Have been maintained for commercial use as part of a farming operation on the beginning date 
of the eligible drought or fire condition; 
• Not have been produced and maintained for reasons other than commercial use as part of a 
farming operation (such excluded uses include, but are not limited to, wild free-roaming animals 
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or animals used for recreational purposes such as pleasure, hunting, pets, roping or for 
show); and 
• Not have been livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot on the beginning date of the 
qualifying drought or fire as part of the normal business operation of the producer. 
 
To be eligible for LFP, producers must: 
• Own, cash or share lease, or be a contract grower of covered livestock during the 60 calendar 
days before the beginning date of a qualifying drought or fire; 
• Provide pastureland or grazing land for covered livestock, including cash-rented pastureland or 
grazing land that is either: 
- Physically located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing 
period for the county; or 
- Rangeland managed by a federal agency for which the otherwise eligible livestock producer is 
prohibited by the federal agency from grazing the normally permitted livestock because of a 
qualifying fire. 
• Certify that they have suffered a grazing loss because of a qualifying drought or fire; and 
• Timely file an acreage report for all grazing land for which a loss of grazing is being claimed. 
 
For 2015 and subsequent calendar years, producers must provide a completed application for 
payment and required supporting documentation to their FSA office within 30 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year in which the grazing loss occurred. 
The producer should include a copy of the grower contract if the producer is a contract grower 
and any other supporting documents required for determining eligibility.  Supporting documents 
must show evidence of loss, current physical location of livestock in inventory, evidence that 
grazing land or pastureland is owned or leased and evidence that if the loss of grazing was due to 
a fire that the producer was prohibited by the federal agency from grazing the normal permitted 
livestock on the managed rangeland due to a fire. FSA will use data provided by the applicant to 
determine eligibility for program benefits. Providing the data is 
voluntary; however, without all required data, program benefits will not be approved or 
provided. To find   more information about FSA disaster assistance programs, 
visit http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA office. To find your local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Iron Chlorosis 
 One of the most frustrating sites I see as I evaluate landscape trees is the damage done by 
iron chlorosis.  Trees that have been well cared for from planting and for many years after slowly 
decline as iron chlorosis takes its toll. 
 We don’t often think of our soils as high in pH, but some of them are, and that’s where 
iron chlorosis tends to be an issue.  While the inclusion of chlorosis implies a lack of iron, that’s 
really only partly true.  The trees indeed aren’t getting enough iron, but it’s not because of a lack 
of iron in the soil (soils typically contain more than adequate amounts), in most cases, but a 
situation where high pH ties up iron so that it is unavailable to plants.  

The most common symptoms are yellow leaves with dark green veins. As the disease 
progresses, the entire leaf turns yellow with the edges turning brown similar to leaf scorch. If left 
unaddressed, plants may eventually die. 

The best way to avoid iron chlorosis is to plant tolerant trees.  We see most of our issues 
with pin oaks, but sweetgum, and several maples (red/silver/Amur) are also susceptible.  
Moderately tolerant trees include ash, cottonwood, linden, elm, hawthorn, most oaks (pin oaks 
are the most problematic of the oaks species), Norway maple and ginkgo.  

Several methods are used to correct iron chlorosis, but not all methods work in all 
situations. Soil treatments work well on non-calcerous soils, with the idea that you can acidify a 
small quantity of soil so the tree can absorb the iron it needs from these areas.  If you have the 
opportunity before trees are planted, have a soil test done, adding the recommended amount of 
sulfur (if any) and work into the soil prior to planting. If the tree is already planted, use a mixture 
of equal parts of iron sulfate and elemental sulfur, placing the mixture in holes (one to two inches 
in diameter and 12-18 inches deep) made under the dripline of the tree. Fill each hole with the 
iron sulfate elemental sulfur mixture to within four inches of the soil surface. This method is 
labor intensive and results can vary.  

Another soil treatment is done via the use of iron chelates.  The only chelate that is 
effective above a soil pH of 7.2 is Iron EDDHA. It can be found in the products Sequestar 6% 
Iron Chelate WDG, Sequestrene 138 and Millers FerriPlus. Use these products in the spring 
before growth starts. Dry chelate can be sprinkled on the soil and watered in or dissolved in 
water and applied as a drench under the dripline. Soil applied chelates last only one year. 

You could also try a trunk injection.  In this method, holes are drilled in the lower trunk 
and ferric ammonium citrate (iron citrate) is introduced through the holes.  Successful 
applications often last several years. The preferred time of application is during the spring just 
after full leaf expansion. Use a brad point drill bit to minimize tree wounding. Research has 
shown the uptake is enhanced if the holes are drilled in the root flares near the soil surface. 

Iron chlorosis isn’t easy to correct.  That said, a new tree isn’t easy to get established, 
either.  According to the National Tree Benefit Calculator, a 12-inch diameter pin oak tree 
provides $110 in benefits per year.  If you can keep it alive until it gets to a diameter of 17 
inches, the benefits increase to $177 per year.  A little effort now can result in a tree that 
continues to appreciate in value down the road. 
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Teaching Kids To Manage Their Allowance 
 
 Children learn about money when parents provide opportunities while playing board 
games, or through creative play.  Indirect learning comes when the child sees how parents spend 
money and observes nonverbal cues regarding their attitudes about money.  Many families 
provide an allowance to a child, which is not dependent upon completion of household chores, 
but can be a valuable tool for teaching money management.  Kids can still be expected to 
perform tasks around the house or yard without pay so that the child learns what it means to be a 
productive, responsible member of the family. 
 The allowance can be given without restrictions.  Part of the learning comes when 
children choose between purchases and realize they can’t have everything right way.  The may 
choose to save all or part of their allowance over time to make a larger purchase.  In any event, 
the allowance should be paid consistently, at the beginning or middle of each week.  With 
regular payment, children will learn trust, while also learning to hold onto money and promote 
the act of saving, rather than running right out to spend the money as soon as it is received on a 
Saturday morning.   
 Help your kids set goals for using their allowance, for saving it, and for contributing to 
others.  Children will begin to see the value of helping others when they share their own money 
for a cause they choose.  Learning consequences will come when children lose their money or 
are disappointed with a purchase they make.  Resist the natural parental urge to bail them out.  
You are giving them more by allowing then to learn this way.  You can talk about how they feel 
about their poor decision and what they will do the “next time” to prevent the same mistake.  
Discussing money with children is important so they understand the subject is not taboo. 
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Review Car Seat Safety 
 

Car seat safety is important for protecting your child. It is good to review how to safely 
secure your growing child or grandchild. 

Be cautious about moving to a forward-facing car seat too soon. Rear facing car seats are 
recommended until children are at least age 2 or the highest weight, typically at least 35 pounds, 
or height allowed by the car seat manufacturer.  

Some families have a convertible seat, which can be used rear facing or forward facing, 
and typically has a higher rear-facing weight and height limit than does an infant-only seat. Some 
families will also switch from an infant-only seat to the convertible variety as their baby grows. 
When your child reaches age 2 or the rear-facing weight or height limit of the convertible seat, 
you can face the seat forward.  

When you make the switch install the car seat in the back seat according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions, using either the seat belt or Lower Anchors and Tethers for Children 
(LATCH) system. 

Use the tether strap that hooks to the top of the seat and attaches to an anchor in the 
vehicle for added, but necessary, stability. Adjust the harness straps so they’re threaded at or 
above your child’s shoulders. Make sure the harness is snug on your child’s body, and not too 
loose. 

Older children need booster seats to help an adult seat belt fit correctly over them. Switch 
to a booster seat once a child has grown beyond the tallest or heaviest (usually 40 to 80 pounds) 
allowed by the car seat manufacturer. Your child will always be safer remaining in a car seat 
with a harness for as long as possible. 

Booster seats must be used with a lap and shoulder belt. Make sure the lap belt lies low 
and snug across your child’s upper thighs and that the shoulder belt crosses the middle of your 
child’s chest and shoulder. Some booster seats come without backs. Backless booster seats also 
must be used with a lap and shoulder belt. Do not put the shoulder strap anywhere but across the 
middle of your child’s chest. If your vehicle has low seat backs or doesn’t have a headrest to 
protect your child’s head and neck in a crash, consider using a high-back booster that fits your 
child’s height and weight. 

If you have questions about child passenger safety laws or need help installing a car seat, 
participate in a local car seat clinic or inspection event. The single most important aspect of child 
car seat safety is knowing your specific car seat manufacturer’s recommendations for the model 
of car seat you have. Keep them with you in the glove compartment so you will always have 
them handy, especially if you need to switch the seat to a different car. 
 
 


