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Bull Battery 

As funny as some folks think the words “bull battery” sound, they need to be taken 
seriously. On cow/calf operations, bulls provide half of the genetics in a calf crop. And, bull 
fertility far outweighs cow fertility, at least if you consider that a bull should breed about 25 to 
40 cows in a season, (about 1 for every month of age from 2 yrs. to 4 yrs. of age).  

USDA data shows over 90% of commercial operations using only natural service to get 
cows pregnant. Nearly every operation could easily have just one poor-performing bull cause a 
lot of open or late bred cows.  

Getting cows to conceive early in the breeding season is crucial to the long-term 
reproductive and financial success of an operation. Otherwise, more open and late-bred cows 
will result in a longer calving season. And, late bred cows will produce younger and lighter 
weight calves next year, reducing income.  

On spring-calving operations, most bulls have been pulled from the cowherd (or at least 
should have been) by early fall. It’s important that these bulls be given a period of post-breeding 
season “R & R” (rest and recuperation), particularly since it is common for bulls to lose upwards 
of 10-15% of their body weight during a breeding season (i.e. 200 to 300 lbs. on a ,2000 lb. bull). 
Each bull in your bull battery should be evaluated annually for health and ability to breed, 
including structural soundness and vigor. After culls are removed, bulls should be divided into 
two groups: 1) older and more dominant bulls that have decent body condition, and 2) young and 
thin bulls. It is important to separate bulls, since these two groups have significantly different 
nutritional needs.  

Most mature bulls in good body condition can get by on a 100% forage diet, without 
additional supplementation from grain. A hay diet consisting of 7% CP (crude protein) and about 
50% TDN (total digestible nutrients) will meet a mature bull’s requirements, but only if he 
doesn’t need to gain weight. A daily intake of about 1.5-2.0% of body weight (2,000 lbs. × 2% = 
40 lbs./day; dry matter basis) should be targeted, and body condition should be monitored 
closely. In contrast, young bulls that lost weight during the past breeding season (but are still 
growing) often need to gain upwards of 2 lbs./day during the off-season. Older bulls that are thin 
due to significant weight loss also need to put on substantial gain, commonly 1-2 lbs./day.  
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November: Diabetes Awareness Month 
 

November is National Diabetes Month. Here’s to managing your diabetes for a long, 
healthier life. 

There isn’t a cure yet for diabetes, but a healthy lifestyle can really reduce its impact on 
your life. What you do every day makes the difference: eating a healthy diet, being physically 
active, taking medicines if prescribed, and keeping health care appointments to stay on track. 

More than 30 million people in the United States have diabetes, but 1 out of 4 of them 
don’t know they have it. There are three main types of diabetes: type 1, type 2 and gestational 
diabetes (diabetes while pregnant, which can put the pregnancy and baby at risk and lead to 
type 2 diabetes later). 

With type 1 diabetes, your body can’t make insulin (a hormone that acts like a key to let 
blood sugar into cells for use as energy), so you need to take it every day. Type 1 diabetes is 
less common than type 2 diabetes; about 5% of the people who have diabetes have type 1. 
Currently, no one knows how to prevent type 1 diabetes. 

Most people with diabetes—9 out of 10—have type 2 diabetes. With type 2 diabetes, 
your body doesn’t use insulin well and is unable to keep blood sugar at normal levels. If you 
have any of the risk factors below, ask your doctor if you should be tested for diabetes. The 
sooner you find out, the sooner you can start making healthy changes that will benefit you now 
and in the future. 

Type 2 diabetes risk factors include: 
* Having prediabetes (blood sugar levels that are higher than normal but not high 

enough to be diagnosed as diabetes). 
*Being overweight. 
*Being 45 years or older. 
*Having a parent, brother, or sister with type 2 diabetes. 
*Being physically active less than 3 times a week. 
*Ever having gestational diabetes or giving birth to a baby who weighed more than 9 

pounds. 
Race and ethnicity also matter; African Americans, Hispanic/Latino Americans, 

American Indians/Alaska Natives, Pacific Islanders, and some Asian Americans are at higher 
risk for type 2 diabetes. 

You can lower your risk for developing type 2 diabetes by losing a small amount of 
weight if you’re overweight and getting regular physical activity. A small amount of weight loss 
means around 5% to 7% of your body weight, just 10 to 14 pounds for a 200-pound person. 
Regular physical activity means getting at least 150 minutes a week of brisk walking or a similar 
activity. That’s just 30 minutes a day, five days a week. 
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