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Strawberry Plants Need to be Winterized
The difference between the survival of strawberry plants from one year to the next isn’t always how low 

the temperature is as much as it is being ready for the low temperature when it comes. For example, a 
strawberry plant can’t take temperatures dropping below 20 degrees F right now.  They aren’t ready for them.  
Given some time to harden off, however, and the plants may survive just fine.  If you haven’t protected your 
strawberries yet – the time is upon us.

With the warmer temperatures we’ve seen this fall, our typical Thanksgiving mulching date might need 
to be delayed.  If temperatures continue to stay warm, it might be a good idea to give plants another couple of 
weeks to become cold hardy before mulching.

When done properly, mulching can help protect strawberry plants from both low temperatures and the 
heaving that can occur with alternate freeze/thaw cycles (exposed roots die from lack of moisture). It can even 
help in the spring to delay blooms that can be damaged with late frosts.  Wheat straw is a great option, but 
anything that provides a protective cover (without adding weeds to the stand) can be helpful. Loosen whatever 
mulch product is used so it lays lightly over the plants when spread to a three-inch depth.  Remove it gradually
(just so you can see leaves) in the spring as plants begin new growth.  
 

Don’t Forget – Navigating Ag Land Leases 

 To assist landowners and tenants more easily move through the process of creating a fair, yet equitable 
farm lease, the Meadowlark Extension District is hosting a Navigating Ag Land Leases meeting on Monday, 
December 4th at that Oskaloosa City Hall (212 West Washington Street) starting at 1:30 p.m.  There is no cost 
to attend, but RSVP is requested to plan for handouts and snacks sponsored by Taylor Insurance Services of 
Oskaloosa.  You can do so by contacting the Oskaloosa Office of the Meadowlark Extension District at (785) 
863-2212 or by e-mailing me at dhallaue@ksu.edu .  In case of inclement weather, please contact the Oskaloosa 
Office before you travel.  Hope to see you there!


