
K A N S A S  S T A T  E  U N I V E R S I T  Y  A G R I C U L T U R A L  E X P E R I M E N T  S T A T I O N  A N D  C O O P E R A T I V E  E X  T E N S I O N  S E R  V I C E

Since Thanksgiving (and even before!), we've been building up to the time of year 
when we celebrate Christmas.  For many, that has included shopping and 
Christmas parties and get togethers with friends and family.  For many of you, it's 
also included fall spraying, anhydrous application, and conservation work!

For those in production agriculture, the aforementioned 'work' brings some of the 
same joy that parties and get togethers do (shopping might be a different story...).  
That's some of the beauty of our industry - joy in a job well done and the sense of 
accomplishment that comes from providing food and fiber to a growing world.  

To all of you that will put in long hours right up until it's time to sit down to open 
a present or two:  Thank You!  Your hard work is not always seen - but your 
absence would most definitely be felt.  May your Christmas be a blessed one!

David G. Hallauer
Meadowlark Extension District Agent, 
Crops & Soils/Horticulture
E-mail:  dhallaue@ksu.edu
Twitter:  @MEDAgronomy

Corn/Soybean Schools

Did You Know?  Grain Market Resources

K-State Research & Extension Agricultural Economist Dr. Dan O’Brien provides 
a regular analysis of the corn market on the Kansas State University Department 
of Agricultural Economics website:  AgManager.info. 

The outlook newsletter can be found at:  http://www.agmanager.info/grain-
marketing/grain-market-outlook-newsletter with past issues available there as 
well.  Here's an excerpt from the recently published Corn Market Outlook in 
December 2017:

One positive long‐term factor in the U.S. corn market is the considerable 
“tightening up” that is forecast for foreign (non‐U.S.) corn supply‐demand balances 
in the “new crop” 2017/18 marketing year.   If this occurs, it would lead to larger 
U.S. corn export shipments in early 2018 than are currently happening, and 
support higher U.S. corn prices in Spring‐Summer 2018 than are represented by 
2018 Corn futures contracts.  

Winter is meeting season!  
If you grow corn or 
soybeans, check out the 
KSU Corn and Soybean 
Schools. Both are available 
free of charge, but RSVP's 
are requested for meal 
counts and handout 
materials

The closest Soybean School 
will be in Rossville at the 
Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation Center on January 
24th.  Sessions will include: 
weed control strategies, 
production practices, soil 
fertility, and insect/disease 
management. Register 
online here or via the SN 
Co. Extension Office at 
785-232-0062.

Thursday January 11th is 
the date of the 2018 Corn 
Management School at The 
Barn, 17624 Santa Fe Trail 
in Leavenworth. Weed 
Control and Nutrient 
Management will again be a 
focus, as will a planter 
technologies update plus a 
session on corn marketing 
and the Usable Corn 
Condition Progress Tools.  
Register online here or via 
your local Meadowlark 
Extension District Office.

Hope to see you there!

https://twitter.com/MEDAgronomy
www.agmanager.info
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfoP65wYUMKYWTUrfOXdsURRa2EdD8K8bfiSLHe2dlZzeZVvg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://kscorn.com/Cornschool/
www.agmanager.info
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Economic Resources for Farm Families

You don't have to look far on social media or just about any ag publication to find an article detailing the 
financial stresses on farm families as a result of a combination of low commodity prices and/or production 
deficiencies - among others.  The financial and mental stresses associated with the management of your 
farming operation may not be things you want to discuss - but they may be things that you need to look in to.  

The following are a few links that we hope might be of value to you:
- The December 2017 KFMA Newsletter has two articles that might be of interest to you.  One is on farm 
succession.  The other is an analysis of the financial situation that many producers are facing.  Both provide 
good reminders about things that producers need to be considering as they position their farm for the future.
- The January 11th Farming for the Future program in Emporia is a full day focus on the outlook for the farm 
economy and farm financial planning in uncertain times.  
- The Land and Leasing section of the AgManager.info site is a great resource if you are exploring cash or crop 
share rental arrangements.  In addition to multiple rental rate calculators, the site offers multiple sources of 
information on rental rates and agreements.  If a rental negotiation is in your future - check this out!

2017 Brome Fertility 
Plot Results

This graph reflects results from 
the 2017 Meadowlark Extension 
District Brome Fertility Plot 
conducted north of Holton.  

Each set of treatments was 
replicated four times at random.  
The results reflect the average of 
the four treatments.

Results:  
- Nitrogen source differences 
didn't seem to be significant for 
spring applied nitrogen in 2017.
- Phosphorous response, even at 
a low soil test P site like this one, 
was not as high as expected.  No 
P response was noted in the 
absence of Nitrogen.

Lease Workshop Handouts

If you missed our December 4th Navigating Ag Land Leases meeting in 
Oskaloosa - but would like to get an overview of the presentation - drop me a 
line at:  dhallaue@ksu.edu .  
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